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To which most of Hardie's Party answered with
an agonised " Hush, hush ! "
Intrigue against him had started long before.
Attempt was made to prevent his being elected
chairman. In the year after his election he
threatened to withdraw from the Party because
it declined to share his enthusiasm for the Pank-
hursts' Suffragette movement, aimed at securing
votes for women. He was for straightforward
support of the demand ; he believed it to be both
just and necessary that the electorate should
include all citizens, women as well as men.
MacDonald and Henderson did not take that
broad view. They looked at the matter tactically,
in terms of votes. Would Hardie's policy win
elections or estrange possible Labour voters?
To-day the whole affair has the aspect of a fire
in a straw-yard. It blazed up and was soon
over. The more prominent Suffragettes treated
Hardie, their staunchest friend, with the same
irritable, spiteful silliness which made them
shout at, ridicule, and assault their most ob-
stinate enemies. He was interrupted, caricatured,
attacked even. Surprisingly patient, he still did
his best to help them. When Mrs. Pankhurst be-
came a frenzied recruiting agent, and Christabel
took to expounding the Bible as the literal " word
of God," many aspects of their campaign that
had puzzled even their admirers grew clear.
This and other differences of opinion led to
misunderstandings and bad feeling in the Labour
Party. Soon Hardie was writing :